
Roche Finland selected to participate in TEHDAS joint project funded by
EU and member countries

Last year, the European Union launched TEHDAS, the joint action Towards the European Health
Data Space, to develop joint principles for the use of health data. The project, coordinated by the
Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra, involves 25 countries. Roche was selected as the only Finnish
pharmaceutical company to join the expert group supporting the project.

The goal of TEHDAS is to develop joint European principles for the utilisation of health data and promote more
efficient use of health data for the benefit of health, health care, research, and decision-making. Its concrete
objective is to promote public health, public health care, and health research and innovation.

Efficiency through themes
The project was divided into eight work packages (WP), led by organisations from different countries. Work
packages 1–3 are linked to execution of the joint action while 4–8 are thematic work packages linked to the
secondary use of health data.

Roche is involved with the work package WP7 that provides options for the technical interoperability of the
secondary use of health data and for practical joint operation matters. WP7 stakeholders participate in an
advisory group to share their insight. These stakeholders include future users of health data, such as
researchers and policymakers, as well as technological implementers of health data, such as representatives
of the IT industry and research infrastructures.

“Roche finds it important that valuable European data repositories are available for research and drug
development and for advancing individual patient care. We want to better incorporate user experience into
WP7 and help promote the secondary use of health data in Europe. Finland is a frontrunner in the secondary
use of health data and particularly in the related legislation. We are happy to share our experience and put it to
good use”, says Juha Laine from Roche.

“Finland has been a frontrunner in defining national practices related to the secondary use of health data in
Europe. The TEHDAS project is about establishing European guidelines for cross-border secondary use. For
citizens, the improved use of health data brings indirect benefits. It allows for efficient production of better
health care services, more efficient medication, and applications and health technology designed to improve
health and health care. It also allows for developing more agile instruments for the research of adverse drug
events”, says project leader Markus Kalliola from Sitra.

Selections to the expert groups were based on the competence of both the organisations and the individual
experts they put forward.

“We wanted wide-ranging expertise across various operators and a variety of professionals. Roche not only
represents itself but also brings forth the perspective of the pharmaceutical industry. Additionally, the
designated expert has extensive personal experience in both private and public sectors”, says Kalliola. 
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